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PART IV 
Acts of the Indian Leglalature aggented to by the Governor General 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA lt 1015 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT 

New Dolhi, the 23rd November 1946 
The following Acts of the Indian Legislature received the assent of the 
overnor General on the 16th and 19th November , 1946 , and are hereby publish 
| for general information : 

Act No. XXIII OF 1946 
An Act further to amend the Reserve Bank of India 

Act, 1934 . 
WAPREAS it is oxpedient further to amend the 
of 1984 Reserve Bank of India Act , 1934 , for the purpogos 

hereinafter appearing ; 

It is hereby enaoted as follows : 

1 . This Act may be called the Reserve Bank of India Bhort title 
(Amendment ) Act , 1946 . 

2 . Section 31 of the Reserve Bank of India Act, Amandmont of 
1934 , shall be renumbered as sub - section ( 1 ) of that Rootion 31 , Aot II 

of 1984 
Rection and to the soction as so renumbered the follow . " 
ing sub -section shall be added , namoly : 

“ (2 ) Notwithstanding anything contained in the 
XXVI of Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881, no person in British 

India othor than the Bank or , as expressly authorised 
by this Aot , the CentralGovernment shall mako or issue 
any promissory note expressed to be payable to the 
bearor of the instrument." 

8 . The Bearer Promissory Notes (Prohibition of Ropcal of Ord . 
Issue ) Ordinance, 1946 , is hereby repealed . 

hf 1948 


1881 


Act No. XXIV OF 1946 
An Ad to provide for the continuance during a limited 

period of powers to control the production , supply and 
distribution of, and trade and commerce in , certain 
commodities . 

WHERHAS it is necessary to provide for the conti 
nuance during a limited period of powers to control the 
production , supply and distribution of, and trade and 
commerce in , foodstuffs ( including edible oilseeds and 

( 55 ) 
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oils ), cotton and woollen textiles , paper (including news 
print), petroleum und patroloun products , spare parts 
of mechanically propolled vehicles , coal, iron , stoel and 
mioa ; 

AND VHAREAS the Indian Logislature has been em . 
powered by section 2 of the India (Central Governmont 

9 and 10 
and Legislature ) Act , 1946 , to make laws with reč i 
pect to the matters aforesaid ; 

It is hereby enactod as follows : 
Short title , cater t 1. ( 1 ) This Aot may be called the Essential Supplies 
and duration 

( Temporary Powers ) Aot, 1946 . 

(2 ) It extends to the wholo of British India . 

(3 ) It shall ocaso to havo effort on the expiration of 
the period mentioned in section 4 of the India (Central 
Government and legislatura ) Aot . 1946 , except AM Hand 10 . 
respeots things done or omitted to be done before the Geo . 8 , 0. 89 
oxpiration thereof, and soction 6 of the General Clausca 
Act , 1897 , shall apply upon the expiry of this Act as if x of 1897 . 

it had then bran repealed by a Central Act . 
Definition 

2 . In this Aot, unless thora ja anything repugnant in 
the subject or context, 

( a ) “ essential commodity " means any of the follow 
ing olasses of commodities : 

(i) foodstuffs, 
(ii) cotton and woollen textiles , 
(iii ) paper . 
(iv ) petroleum and potroleum products , 

(7 ) spare parts of mechanically propelled 
vohiol.is , 

(vi) coa ), 
(vii ) iron and steel, 

(viii ) mica ; 
(6 ) " food- crops " shall include crops of sugarcane ; 

(c) " foodstuffs " shall include edible oilseeds and 
oils ; 

(d ) “ notific order " means an order notified in the 
official Gazette ; 
(e) " puper " għall includz nowsprint : 

“ Provincial Government, " , in relation to a Chief 
Commishioner s Province , means the Chief Commis 

sioner . 
Powers to contrcl 3. (1) The Central Government, so far as it appears to it 
production , supply , to be necessary or expedient formintaining or increasing 
distribution , eto ., winnling of anv 044AN 

to supplios of any osyantial commodity , or for securing 
of onsential com . 
moditjes 

their equitable distribution and avnilability at fair pricas , 
may by notifier order provide for regulating or prohi. 
biting the production , supply all distribution thereof , 
and trade and commerce tberuin . 

( 2 ) Without prejudic to tho generality of the powers 
conferred by sub - section (1 ), in order made thereundor 
may provide 

(a ) fou revulating hy licencos , pormits or other 
wis , the produotion or manufayturs of any eggen . 
tial commodity ; 
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V (6 ) for brinding under cultivation any wasto 
or arable land , whether appurtenant to a building 
or not , for the growing 17ereon of food -crops geno 
rully or of specified food - rops , and for otherwiso 
maintaining or incrypsing tlic oultivation of fooil 
crops generally , or of specifi+ d fu: d -crops ; 

c ) for controlling the prices at which any 
OgBential commodity may be bought or sold ; 

(d ) for regulating by liconoce , perīnits or other 
wise the storage , transport , distribution , disposal, 
acquisition , Uxt or CO9uinption of any angential 
commodity ; 

(e ) for prohibiting the withholding from sale 
of any spontial commodity ordinarily kept for 
falo ; 

( ) for roquiring any person holding stock of 
an essential ooinmodity to sell the whole or a speci 
fied part of the stock at ruch prices and to such por. 
sons or class of porsons or ull Buch circumstancos, As 
may be specified in the order ; 

g ) for regulating or prolujbiting any use of 
commercinl or financial transuctions relating to 
foodstuffs of cotton textiles , which , in the opinion of 
the authority making the order are , or if unregu . 
lated arc likely to be , detrimental, to public 
interest ; 

(h ) for collocting iny infurination or statis. 
tics with a view to regulating or lirobibiting any of 
the aforesaid inutters ; 

(i) for requirin , porsons uncagock in the pro. 
duction , supply or listribution of, or trucio or com 
merce in , any ossoutial commodity to maintain and 
produce for spection such books , accounts and 
records relating to their business and 10 furnish suoh 
information relating thoreto , as may be specified 
in the order ; 

( ) for any incidentul and supplementary 
matters , including in particular this ontering, and 
Search of promises , vehicle , vansels and aircraft, tho 
seizure by a p oll outhorised to make such search 
of any articles in respect of vlu « h such porson huy 
reason to believe that a contruvention of tho order 
has beon , is being or is about to be committod , the 
grant or issuo of licences , permits or other docu 
ments , and tho okarging of féus thorofor, 
( 3 ) An order mado undor sub -section ( 1 ) muy confer 

pers and imposo duties upon the Central Government 
or cffioers and authorities of the Control Government , 
notwithstanding that it relates to a matter in respoot of 
which the Provincial Legislature also has power to make 
laws . 


( 4 ) Tho CentralGovernment , so far as it appears to it 
to bo necessary for muintaining or incr.- llsing tho pro 
duotion auch supply of 11 ( tial vunmodity , m - y by 
order authorisu any person (borviniftor roferred to 
ag an authorised controller ) to exorciso , with respect to 
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the whole or any part of any such undertaking ongugod 
in the production and supply of the commodity us may 
bo specified in the ordor , such functions of control as 
may be provided by the order ; and so long as an order 
made under this sub- section is in foroo with respoot to any 
undertaking or part thereof — 

(a ) the authoriyod controller shall exarciso his 
functions in accordance with any instructions given 
to him by the Contral Government, so , however , 
that he shall not have any power to give any dirno 
tion inconsistont with the provisions of any Act or 
other instrument determining the functions of tho 
undertakors except in so far as may bo specifically 
provided by the order , und 

(b ) tho undertıking or part shall bo carried 
on in accordance with any dirhotions given by the 
authorised controller in accordance with the pro 
visions of the order, and any person having any 
funotions of managomont in relation to the under 
taking or part shall comply with any such direo 

tions . 
Delegation of 4 . The Central Govornment may by notified order 
powers 

diroot that the power to mako orders undur seotion 3 
shall, in relation to such matters and subjeot to such 
conditions , if any , as may bo specified in tho dirootion , 
be exeroisable also by 

(a ) such officor or uuthority subordinate to the 
Contral Government, or 

(b ) such Provincial Government or such officer 
or authority subordinath to a ProvincialGovernment, 

as may be spooified in the dirootion . 
Hower to logue 

6 . The Central Governmont may give directions to 

6 . The Central Govern 
directions to Pro - uny, Provincial Governmont as to the carrying into execu 
vidoes 

tion in the Province of any order made under section 


8 . Any order made under sootion 3 shall have effect 
Effeot of orders 
Tooonglatent with notwithstanding anything inconsistent thorewith oon 
other enaotmonta tained in any onactment other than this Act or any 

instrument having offeot by virtuo of any enactment 

other than this Act . 
Penalties 

7 . ( 1 ) If any person contravenos any order made 
under section 3 , he shall be punishable with imprison 
ment for a term which may extend to three years or 
with fine or with both , and if tho order so provides , any 
Court trying such contravontion may direct that any 
property in rospoot of which the Court is satisfied that 
the order has been contravened shall be forfeited to His 
Majesty : 

Provided that where the contravention is of an order 
relating to foodstuffs which contains an express pro 
vision in this behalf , tho Court shall make such direc 
tion , unlogs for reasons to be recorded in writing it is of 
opinion that the direction should not be made in respoct 
of the wholo , or, as the case may be, a part , of the 
property . 
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(* ) If any plirson to whom a direction is given under 
sub - soction ( 1 ) ofwotion 3 fails to comply with the direc 
tion , he shall be punishablo with imprisonment for a 
torm which may estond to throe years or with fine or 
with both , 

8 . Any person who attempts to contravene , Of Attomapto and 
aboto a contratrntion of, any ordor made under gootion 3 abotmonta 
shall be doudod to have contravened that order . 

9 . If the person contrivoning an order made under Offonoou by cor 
sootion 3 is a company or otbor body corporato , overy poratlons 
director , malager , A cretary or other officer or agent 
therwof sholl, unless 114 proyos that tho contravention 
took place without lis knowledge or that he axerolsed 
all duo culignon to pruvont such contravention , bo 
doomed to bu guilty of such contravention , 
10 . If any person 

Falso statomands 
(i) when required by any order made under 
section 3 to make any statoment or furnish any 
information , Enakos any statement or furnishes 
any information which is false in any material 
partioular and which he knows or has reasonable 
cause to boljavo to bo false , or does not believe 
to bo true, or 

(ii) makes any suol statement the aforesaid in 
any book , account , record , deolaration , return or 
other document which he is required by any such 

order to muintain or furnish , 
bo shall be purishable with imprisonment for torm 
which may extend to three years or with fine or with 
both . 

11 . No Court shall take oognizanoo of any offence Cognizance of 
punishable under this Act excopt on a report in writing offonoos 

of the facts constituting such offence made by a person 
XLV of 1800who is a publio Servant as defined in section 21 of the 

Indian Popal Code . 

12 . Any magistrate or bench of magistratos empow - Power to try 
ered for the time being to try in a summary way the offonoon nummarily 

offences specified in sub -section ( 1) of section 260 of the 
Vot 1805 Code of Criminal Procedure , 1898 , may , on application 

in this bohalf being made by the prosecution , try in 
accordanco with the provisions contained in sections 
202 to 265 of the said Codo any offence punishable under 
this Aot . 

18 . Notwithstanding anything contained in section Special provision 
y of 1898 32 of the Code of Criminal Procedure , 1898 , it shall be regarding fino 

lawful for any Magistrato of the First Class specially 
empoworod by tho Provincial Government in this behalf 
and for any Presidonoy Magistrate to pass a sentence of 
fine exceeding one thousand rupees on any person 
conviotod of contravoning an ordor made under section 


14 . ( 1) No order mado in exeroise of any power Prosumption asko 
conferred by or under this Act shall be called in question ordent 
in any Court . 
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(2 ) Whoro du Order purports to have been made and 
signed by an authority in exoroise of any power oon 
ferred by or undor this Aut , e Court shall , within the 
meaning of the lucian Evidence Aot, 1872 , presune I of 1872 
that such order was so made by that authority . 


Burden of proof 16 . Where any person is proseouted for contraven 
in cortain oase2 ing any order mado under section 3 which prohibits him 

from doing an aot or being in possession of thing 
without iawful uuthority or without a portait , licenco 
or other dooumout, tho burilon of proving that he has 
such authority , pornit , livenoo or other dooument, 
shall be on him . 


Proteotion of action 18 . ( ) No suit, propeoutian or other legal pro . 
taken under tho oeoding shall lio against any person for anything which 

is in good faith done or intonded to be dono in pursuanco 
of any ordor mudo undor section 3 . 

(2 ) No suit or other logul proceeding shall lie against 
the Crown for uny damago caused or likely to be osused 
hy anything whioh is in good faith done or intended to 
be done in pursuance of any order made under seotion 3 . 


Ropoal and saving 17 (1) The Essential Supplies ( Temporary Powers ) 

Ordinance , 1946 , is horehy repouled . 


XVI of 
1940 


(2 ) Any ordur inade or deemed to be made under 
tho said Ordinando und in foroo immediatoly before the 
commencement of this sot shull continue in foroe and 
be deomod to be an order made under this Aot ; and all 
uppointments muda , licences or permits granted and 
direotions issued under any such ordor and in foroo 
immediately beforo such commencemont shall likewise 
oontinuo in forco and ho doemed to be made, granted or 
issued in pursuanoe of this Aot . 


(3) For tho removal of doubts it is horoby declared 


(a ) that for the purposes of the said Ordinanoo 

and this Aot an order of the nature referred 
to in soution 5 of the said Ordinance rade 
bofore the onmmencorcent of the said Ordi 
nance and not previously rescinded shall bo 
deemed to be, and always to have been , an 
order in force immodiately beforo such com 
mencement, notwithstanding that such order 
or parts of it , may not then have been in 
operation , either at all or in partioular areas ; 


(b ) that for tho purposes of this Act an order 

ruado or deemed to bo made under the said 
Ordinance and not resojnded prior to the 
commencement of this Aot shall be deemed 
to be an ordor in foroo immediately before 
tho vommunuoment of this Aot , notwithstand 
ing that suoh order, or parts of it , may not 
thon bo in operation , either at all or in parti. 
oular areas. 
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Act No. XXV OF 1946 
An Act to make provision for the constitution of a sperial 
police force for the Chicf Commissioner s Province of 
Delhi for the investigation of certain offences coinmitted 
in connection with matters concerning Departments of 
the Central Government, for the superintendence and 
administration of the said forre and for the cxtension 
to other areas in British India of the power , and juris 
diction of members of the said force in regard to the investi. 
gation of the said offrnces . 


WHEREAS it is nocoasty to nonslitute ili special 
police force for the Chief Commissioner s Province 
of Delhi for the investigation of certain offences comunit 
ted in connootion with inatters concerning Dripart 
ments of the Contrul Goverument and to make pro 
vision for the superintondence and administrotion of 
the paid force and for the exiension to other areas in 
British India of the powers and jurisdiction of the 
members of tho said forco in regard to the investigation 
of the said offences ; 

It is horoby onacted as follows : -- 
1 . ( 1 ) This Act, muy bo cullorl tho Delhi Spooral Short titlo and 

oxtat 
Police Establiyhmont Act, 1940 . 

(2 ) It extends to thr whole of British India . 

2 . ( 1) Notwithstanding anything in tho Police Constitution and 
V of 1862 Aot, 186 ) , the Control Govrinment may constitute powors of special 

a special police forco to ho callod the Delhi polios establish 
Special Police Establishmont, for the Chiot Com - mo 
missionor s Province of Dobi for the investigation in 
that Province of olfanphe notifird under section 3 . 

(2 ) Subject to any orders which the Contral 
Government may make in this behalf, momhars of the 
Baid polioo establishment shall have throughout tho 
Chief Commissioner s Province of Delhi, in relation 
to the investigation of Auch offences and astest of 
persons conoerned in nuchotances, all the powote , 
duties , privileges and linbilities which police officers 
of that Provinco have in connection with the investi. 
gation of offences committed thorein . 

(3 ) Any member of the said police establishment 
of or above the rank of Sub -Inspector may, subject 
to any orders which the Central Govert ment muy 
make in this behalf, exorcise in the Chiof Commissionor s 
Province of Dolbi any of the powers of the officer 
in charge of a police station in the aron in which he 
is for the time boing und when go txercising such powers 
shall , subject to any such ordors as aforesaid , he 
doomed to bo an officer in charge of a police station 
discharging the functions of such an officer within 
the limits of his station . 

3 . The Contral Governmont may, by notification Offences to be 
in the official Gazetto , specify tho oftenres or classes Invastigated by 
of offences committed in connoction with matters 

special police 

establishment 
concerning Dupuitineits of the Contral Government 
which aro to be inventigated by the Delhi Special 
Police Establishment . 
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Superintendono 4 . ( 1) The superintendence of the Delhi Special 
and administration Police Establishment shall vost in the Contral Govern . 
of special pollos 
establishment 

ment. 

(2 ) The administration of the said police establish 
mont shall vest in an officor appointod in this behalf 
by the CentralGovernment who shall exeroise in respect 
of that police ostablishment such of the powers exer 
gigable by an Inspector -General of Polion in respeot 
of the police force in a Province , as the Contral 

Government muy specify in this bohall . 
Extension of 

6 . ( 1) Tho Central Governmont may by order 
powers and jurie 

extend to any area ( including Railway aroas ) in British 
polio establish - India outside the Chiof Commissioner s Provinco of 
ment to other Delhi tho powers and jurisdiction of members of the 
aroos 

Delhi Special Polico Establishment for the investiga 
tion of any offences or classes of offences epocifiod in 
a notifioation under soction 3. 

(2 ) When by an order under sub -sootion ( 1) the 
powers and jurisdiction of members of the guid 
polico establishment aro extended to any such area , 
a member thoroof may , subject to any orders which 
the Central Government may make in this behalf , 
dişchargo the functions of a police officer in that aroa 
and shall, while go discharging such functions , he dromod 
to be a member of the police force of that area and 
be veated with the powers , functions and privileges 
and be subject to the liubilities of a polio oflicor bu 
longing to that police forco . 


Consoat of Proylo - 6 . Nothing contained in soution 5 shall be dremd 
oial Government to enable any member of the Dali Sperial l oliie Es 
to exeroge . of . tablishmont to exercise powers anil jurisdiction in any 
powers and jarig 
diotion 

area in British India outside the ChifCommission r s 
Province of Delhi, not being a Railway aren , with 
out the oonsent 

(a ) in caso auch Aroa is in a Governor s 
Province , of the Govornment of that Province 
and 

(b ) in oase auch Area is in El Chief Commission 

er s Province , of the Chief Commissioner. 
Ropoal of Ord . . The Delhi Special Police Establishment Ordi. 
XXII of 1948 nance, 1946 , is horeby repealed . 


G . H . SPENCE , 
Sccy , to the Govt. of India . 


